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AMONG  the  lost  maps  of  the  sixteenth 
Jljl  century  must  be  numbered  the  mappe- 
monde  in  which  Gastaldi  incorporated  his 
views  of  a  strait  separating  America  from  Asia. 
His  earlier  belief  had  been  that  the  Americas 
were  an  enormous  appendage  to  Asia.1  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  known  that,  in  1562,  Gastaldi  had 
discarded  the  old  theory.  A  booklet,  entitled 
La  universale  descrittione  del  mondo  and  printed 
at  Venice  in  that  year  as  a  commentary  for  a 
world  map,  mentions  the  Strait  of  Anian  as 
joining  the  great  bodies  of  water  known  today 
as  the  Arctic  and  Pacific  oceans.2  It  is  this 
map  which  is  lost. 

Some  of  its  features  have  come  down  to  us 
in  the  map  of  North  America  published  by 
Bolognino  Zaltieri.  He  is  known  as  a  printer 
rather  than  as  a  designer  of  maps  and  it  has 
been  generally  believed  that  his  North  America 
was  copied  in  reduced  size  from  an  earlier 
engraving  in  which  the  Strait  of  Anian  had 
made  its  appearance.  The  fact  that  the 
original  map  had  disappeared  lent  importance 
to  the  Zaltieri  and  it  is  still  generally  referred 
to  as  the  earliest  known  map  showing  the 
strait.3 

We  shall  now  consider  the  engraving  which 
is  the  subject  of  this  portfolio,  a  map  which  is 
related  directly  to  the  lost  Gastaldi  and  in¬ 
directly  to  the  Zaltieri.  Its  title  reads: — 

COSMOGRAPHIA  VNIVERSALIS  ET  EXACTISSIMA 
IVXTA  POSTREMAM  NEOTERICORVM 
TRADITIONEM. 

The  map  is  a  beautiful  example  of  the  art  of 
copper  engraving  as  developed  by  the  Italians 
during  the  sixteenth  century  and  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  well  known  Venetian  map  seller 
Giovanni  Francesco  Camocio.  When  Professor 
Roberto  Almagia  first  described,4  in  1927,  the 


1  This  view  appeared  in  his  Universale  of  1546  and  was  repeated 
many  times  by  the  Italian  publishers  during  the  remainder  of  the 
century.  The  Universale  is  reproduced  in  Remarkable  Maps  of  the 
XVth,  XVIth  and  XVIIth  Centuries,  Amsterdam  1897,  part  IV. 

2  Stefano  Grande:  Notizie  Sulla  Vita  e  Sulle  Opere  di  Giacomo 
Gastaldi,  Torino  1902,  pp.  53  and  80;  George  E.  Nunn:  Origin  of  the 
Strait  of  Anian  Concept,  Philadelphia  1929,  p.  33;  Roberto  Almagia: 
Intorno  ad  una  Raccolta  di  Carte  Cinquecentesche  di  Proprieta  del 
Lloyd  Triestino,  Estratto  del  periodico  L’Universo,  Anno  VIII,  N.  3, 
March  1927,  p.  29.  Pp.  28-3 1  are  devoted  to  the  map  which  is  the 
subject  of  this  portfolio. 

3  Reproduced  in  Nordenskiold’s  Facsimile  Atlas,  p.  129.  The 
frontispiece  in  George  E.  Nunn:  Origin  of  the  Strait  of  Anian  Concept 


copy  in  the  Lloyd  Triestino  collection  he 
referred  to  it  as  the  only  known  example. 
Since  then  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
copy  in  the  collection  of  seventy-nine  Italian 
maps  in  the  Bibliotheca  nacional  at  Madrid, 
noted  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Wieder  in  191 5. 5  So  we 
have  two  known  examples.  Our  full  sized 
photostatic  reproduction  is  of  the  first  men¬ 
tioned. 

It  is  dated  Venetijs  calendis  Maij 
M.D.LXIX ,  three  years  later  than  the  Zaltieri 
North  America.  Nevertheless  it  is  believed 
that  here  we  have  the  design  of  which  Gas- 
taldi’s  lost  map  was  the  prototype.  Since  this 
ground  has  been  covered  by  Professor  Almagia, 
and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Dr. 
Caraci  has  now  in  hand  a  further  study  of  the 
subject,6  no  attempt  will  be  made  here  to  do 
much  more  than  make  available  to  libraries 
and  students  interested,  a  reproduction  of  this, 
one  of  the  very  rare  sixteenth  century  maps 
relating  to  America. 

It  may  however  not  be  amiss  to  note  here  a 
few  peculiarities  of  this  map,  which  may  be 
overlooked  by  those  not  having  the  original 
before  them.  The  engraving  comprises  four 
sheets  pasted  together,7  all  four  sheets  having 
the  watermark  of  a  tree  growing  from  hills 
within  a  shield.  The  first  sheet8  includes  the 
regions  featured  in  the  Zaltieri  map.  The 
bottom  of  this  sheet  cuts  through  South 
America  at  the  equator.  The  agreement  in 
the  smallest  details  between  these  two  en¬ 
gravings  is  so  close  that  just  one  deduction  is 
reasonable.  The  engraver  of  the  Zaltieri  map 
had  before  him  this  first  sheet  in  an  earlier 
state  or  edition.  This  confirms  the  theory  that 
the  Zaltieri  was  copied  from  an  earlier,  more 
comprehensive,  map  and  at  the  same  time 


shows  this  map  in  the  rare  earlier  state  before  Zaltieri’s  name  and 

the  date  were  inserted  on  the  plate. 

4  See  note  2. 

6  Dr.  F.  C.  Wieder:  Nederlandsche  Historisch-Geographische 
Documenten  in  Spanje,  Leiden  1915,  p.  153. 

6  Planned  to  appear  in  a  later  volume  of  Dr.  Caraci's  Tabulas 
Geographicae  Vetustiores  in  Italia  Adservatas. 

7  The  sheets  are  joined  at  the  equator  and  at  the  prime  meridian. 
For  convenience  in  handling,  the  photostat  has  been  divided  into 
twelve  plates  instead  of  four,  these  plates  being  marked  on  reverse, 
1  to  12. 

8  Reproduced  in  plates  1,  2,  5  and  6. 


UNIVERSITY  ’«  ILLINOIS 


-P  rO 


"D 


oo 


SS2 


LI  BP.  A"  Y 

OF  TOE  .  in 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2020  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign  Alternates 


https://archive.org/details/largeworldmapdat06bean 


GrS2h3 


L!-r"\"Y 

of  t.;e 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


UB?'  1 

uhwhb^m6  auNO»s 


-  -Q  cp 

i 


LlrT^PY 

<  |  £ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


LIBRARY 
OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


U8"ARY  ■ 

UNIVERSITY  'of  ILLINOIS 


3 

6^ 

~D 


SK?*) 


LIBRARY 

CF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


t 


C'BWJfktf 


LIBRARY 
Of  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


3 


o 


. , . t-4 

: -1  • ' :  w  • 


\m  .  *  .  •  »  ***♦.  •  •  '  *  ,  * 

•  '«’*,«  •  •  < . o  .  ’  '  •  •  .  1 

.• « v«  •  •*  •/  •"/'* Sa^vV #  • 

i  • » •  •  »••»»■«*»  .*  -t  •  t  •  t  ^  ^ 

*i 


/  •  #  *  •  #  ♦ 


;  •  i 


■  -o 


,  .;#.v 

I*  i£ ■ ; 


L!  BRAKY 
of  ti;e 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


T> 


^•04 

S'SS’-t) 


NPvo<  (r 

supplies  at  least  the  general  form  of  that 
earlier  engraving.  In  certain  details,  the 
Arctic  shores  of  North  America  for  instance, 
the  Zaltieri  map  tends  to  simplify  the  irregu¬ 
larities  of  the  contours  as  might  be  expected 
in  a  less  comprehensive  copy  of  a  large  and 
ornate  model.  Several  differences  in  the 
spelling  of  place  names  occur  and  Dr.  Nunn 
has  called  the  writer’s  attention  to  the  fact 
that  these  names,  correct  on  the  large  map, 
have  been  incorrectly  copied  on  the  smaller 
engraving.  There  are  also  certain  unnatural 
divisions  of  certain  names  on  the  small  map 
which  result  from  the  engraver  having  copied 
too  literally  from  the  large  map.  For  instance 
CIVOLA  HO - 
RA  GRAN  AT  A 
copied  CIVOLA  HORA  and  GRANATA 
appears  as  another  place.  The  Zaltieri  map 
contains  no  names  missing  on  the  Camocio 
map  but  the  latter  has  a  number  not  on  the 
former.  The  first  inference  is  that  the  engraver 
of  the  smaller  map  had  before  him  this  very 
map  of  Camocio.  However,  the  present 
writer  believes  that  the  Camocio  engraving 
was  based  on  an  earlier  map  and  was  probably 
a  close  copy  of  a  plate  which  had  become  worn 
or  otherwise  unsuitable.10  This  conclusion 
seems  necessary  because  the  Camocio  map  is 
dated  later  than  the  Zaltieri  map.  Therefore 
it  is  believed  that  our  Camocio  map  and  the 
Zaltieri  were  based  on  that  earlier  model. 

A  minute  examination  of  the  decorations  on  the 
Camocio  map  proves  most  interesting.  Hidden 
in  the  central  ornament  of  the  bottom  border 
is  found  the  monogram  MF  (?)* 11  and  the  date 
1567 A  The  Roman  numerals  M.  D.  LXIX 
at  the  close  of  the  dedicatory  inscription13  have 


the  large  map9  has  been 


the  appearance  of  having  been  altered.  It  is 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  find  these  old 
Italian  maps  with  the  date  brought  up  to  the 
minute.14  In  making  such  a  change,  doubt¬ 
lessly  to  facilitate  the  sale,  it  would  be  natural 
to  overlook  the  date  hidden  in  the  ornamenta¬ 
tion.  Therefore  we  may  consider  the  engraving 
as  dating  from  1567.  If  the  numeral  here  read 
as  a  7  should  happen  to  be  a  1  or  a  2  that 
would  carry  us  back  to  the  time  of  Gastaldi’s 
pamphlet  and  render  unnecessary  the  theory 
of  an  earlier  prototype.  Several  who  have  seen 
the  map  have  identified  the  numeral  as  a  2. 
The  present  writer  regretfully  decides  in  favor 
of  7.  Whoever  the  engraver  MF  was,  his 
workmanship  is  distinctive.  His  2s  are  drawn 
like  a  wide  Z  with  serifs  whereas  his  7s  are 
sans  serif  and  have  a  tendency  to  drop  a 
trifle  below  his  other  figures.  Characteristic 
examples  may  be  found  at  the  edge  of  the  map 
proper.  In  the  disputed  date  the  first  three 
figures  agree  with  the  Is,  5s  and  6s  as  found 
at  the  edge  of  the  map  but  the  final  numeral 
could  not  be  a  2  without  the  final  stroke 
showing.  On  the  contrary  this  final  figure  has 
the  same  insignificant  aspect  as  his  7s. 

Camocio  in  his  dedication15  takes  credit  for 
“giving  to  the  light’’,  at  no  small  expense  to 
himself,  this  delineation  of  that  most  excellent 
cartographer  Jacobi  Gastaldi.16  While  the 
evidence  of  the  date  makes  doubtful  that  we 
have  here  an  original  design,  it  may  at  least 
be  assumed  that  this  large  world  map  repre¬ 
sents  the  great  Gastaldi’s  views  regarding  the 
Strait  of  Anian  and  it  may  some  day  be  found 
that  the  two  designs,  that  of  Gastaldi  and 
that  of  Camocio,  were  identical. 

George  H.  Beans. 


8  See  plates  5  and  6. 

10  There  is  ample  evidence  that  even  large  plates,  expensive  to 
engrave,  were  repeatedly  re-engraved  with  but  little  change  in  style 
and  none  cartographically. 

11  See  plate  10. 

13  See  plate  11. 

13  See  plate  11. 

14  Since  writing  the  above  a  later  state  of  the  map  has  been  un¬ 
earthed.  The  plate,  now  worn,  has  been  touched  up  considerably 
with  shading  added  in  many  places.  Camocio’s  name  remains  but 


the  date  has  been  changed  to  MDLXXXI  and,  at  the  end,  Ad 
signum  Pyramidis  has  been  changed  to  Ad  signum  S.  Marco.  The 
hidden  monogram  and  hidden  date  remain  unaltered.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  learn  whether  other  copies  with  this  or  other  dates  exist. 

16  See  plate  10. 

16  The  writer  has  in  his  collection  an  unsigned,  undated  world 
map  which  might  well  have  been  on  Camocio’s  mind  when  he  com¬ 
plained  of  maps  drawn  on  such  a  scale  as  to  inadequately  express 
Gastaldi’s  ideas.  The  map  in  question  is  smaller  than  Camocio’s, 
the  nomenclature  being  much  crowded.  Yet  it  is  unquestionably  a 
careful  copy  of  Gastaldi’s  ideas  as  expressed  by  Camocio. 
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1  THE  ROSELLI  OVAL  WORLD  MAP,  By  George  E.  Nunn. 

30  pp.  (12  x  91/ 4)  Illustrated.  500  numbered  copies. 

“Dr.  Nunn  has  given,  with  copious  references  (111  of  them)  a  careful  account  of  the 
general  progress  in  map-making  down  to  about  1550.  .  .  .  The  printing  of  both  maps 
and  letterpress  is  very  well  done.” 

London  Times  Literary  Supplement,  Nov.  1,  1928. 

Price ,  $3.00 


2  PHOTOSTAT  {positive )  OF  THE  ROSELLI  OVAL  WORLD  MAP. 


Pricey  $0.75 


3  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  STRAIT  OF  ANIAN  CONCEPT,  By  George  E.  Nunn. 

32  pp.  (9  x  6)  Frontispiece.  200  numbered  copies. 

Traces  the  development  of  the  idea  of  a  waterway  separating  Asia  from  America  as 
finally  visualized  on  the  map  of  Bolognino  Zaltieri  MDLXVI. 

Pricey  $2.00 


4  FRAGMENTS  FROM  A  VENETIAN  COLLECTION  OF  MAPS,  1556-1567, 

By  George  H.  Beans. 

12  pp.  (9x6).  60  copies. 

A  contribution  to  the  lists  recording  the  contents  of  existing  Italian  assembled-to- 
order  atlases. 

*(Free  to  libraries  having  similar  atlases.)  *Price ,  $0.75 
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THE  COLUMBUS  AND  MAGELLAN  CONCEPTS  OF  SOUTH  AMERICAN 

GEOGRAPHY,  By  George  E.  Nunn. 

58  pp.  (9  x  6).  95  numbered  copies. 

Out  of  print 


6  A  LARGE  WORLD  MAP  DATED  1569  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  SIGN  OF  THE 

PYRAMID  IN  VENICE  BY  JOAN  FRANCISCUS  CAMOTIUS. 

Portfolio  containing  photostatic  reproduction  in  12  sheets,  (11  x  9)  with  a  short 
description. 

Pricey  $5.00 


NOTE 

Libraries  and  collectors,  by  subscribing  in  advance  of  publication,  may  secure  future  publications 
at  prices  not  exceeding  cost  of  printing.  Notices  will  be  sent  upon  request. 
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